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January 16, 2016

Due to the mayhem caused by the prolonged civil war, there are thousands upon

thousands of people who have had to abandon their homes to live as refugees in neighboring

countries and as internally displaced persons (IDPs) within the country. Furthermore, people

have also become marginalized migrants in places where there is no armed conflict.

At present, the Karen National Union (KNU) and the Myanmar government have

reached a ceasefire agreement, and effort is being made to achieve a nationwide ceasefire for

the resolution of political problems through peaceful political means. In line with the political

developments resulting from the peace process, the basic principles, shown below, have been

laid down for the resettlement and rehabilitation of the war-displaced people, with the aim of

gaining reliable security and long-term benefits.

1.

Implementation of return and resettlement must be safe and provide a durable
solution.

2. Implementation of return and resettlement must be transparent and accountable.

The resettlement and rehabilitation process must prioritize resettling villagers in
their respective residential area (town/village) where they originally came from.
Resettling of villagers must be approved and must reach consensus among local
residents in their respective town/village.

When resettling villagers in respective town/village, the resettlement process must
be beneficial and must not put at a disadvantage to local residents.

The redistribution of land area for the resettlement process must reflect individual
family size and must also provide job opportunities for their career.

Health and educational service providers must be acknowledged.

8. All resettlement and rehabilitation processes must strictly be aligned with Karen

National Union’s administration and management policy.
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